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Keene High School Book/Science Awards 

Keene, NH … Keene High School students received book and science awards at a special school ceremony, Thursday, June 11, 2009.

• Brown University Book Award is presented annually to a junior who best combines academic excellence with clarity in written and spoken expression. This year the recipient is Benjamin Cook, son of Kelly and Thomas Cook of Keene. At KHS, Ben is a member of the Math Team, the Drama Club, the state champion Envirothon team, and the Youth and Government Club. He is an assistant coach and tutor to the Keene Middle School Math Counts team, and an assistant coach in the rookie baseball league. He is a member of the National Honor Society, participates in math competitions, placed 8th in the National Grand Concours French exam, and placed 3rd, as a freshman in the State of NH S.M.A.S.H. (NH math league) competition. He will attend the prestigious St. Paul’s School Advanced Studies Program this summer where he will study Shakespeare for Performance.

• Dartmouth College Book Award is presented to a sophomore who is of strong 
character and of the highest academic caliber. The student must have a positive impact on the life of the school community and excel in at least one non-academic area. This year’s recipient is John Szot, son of Ann and Carl Szot of Keene. At KHS, John is a member of the state champion Envirothon team, plays clarinet in the KHS Concert Band, is a member of the Young Conservative Voices, the cross-country running, Nordic Skiing and tennis teams. (More)
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• Harvard Prize Book Award is given to an outstanding junior who combines excellence in scholarship and high character and achievement in other fields. This year’s recipient is William Appleton, son of Edith and Christopher Appleton of Keene. At KHS, William is a member of the National Honor Society, and is active with Class Council, the Sierra Club, the Drama Club, and the French Club. He is very gifted musically and plays the piano, cello and bass. He is a member of the KHS Concert Band and the A Cappella Choir. He is a member of the young Rotarian organization Interact, takes classes at MOCO Arts, and takes private music lessons for piano, cello and composition. As a freshman, he received an English Department achievement award, and as a sophomore he received the Dartmouth Book Award. He was president of his junior class.  

• Rhode Island School of Design Book Award is given to a student who exemplifies artistic strength and promise. This year’s recipient is Nicole Vanderpoel, daughter of Denise and Daniel Vanderpoel of West Chesterfield. In giving the award, Fine Arts Department Chair Shannon Perry said, “This talented artist was chosen for her motivation, dedication, creativity and artistic achievement.  She proves that a strong work ethic and dedication to one’s art can go a long way. She has been a creative, funny, diligent, and caring student.” At KHS, Niki is a member of the National Art Honor Society, the Key Club and has been very involved with the Salmagundi yearbook. She received a Gold Key at the NH Scholastics show for digital art, and her art work has been displayed at various KHS exhibits. She also won the KHS Homework Assignment Book Cover design. She is a concert and event photographer, and a member of the Elm City Derby Damez, a women’s roller derby team. 

• Smith College Book Award is presented to an outstanding junior who exemplifies the academic achievement, leadership qualities, and concern for others that characterize the thousands of women who have graduated from Smith College. This year’s recipient is Krista Sullivan, daughter of Joanne and Chris Sullivan of Keene. At KHS, Krista is a member of Student Council, where she was president this past year, Class Council, and incoming senior class president. She’s on the Girls Cross Country, Nordic Ski and Girls’ Track teams. She is active with the FCCLA Club and won a silver medal in state competition in early childhood education. She is active with Big Brothers/Big Sisters and participated in the March of Dimes March for Babies. She was a student representative to the Keene Board of Education, and was student council historian 

and service coordinator. She has also been active with the high school’s Renaissance program. 

• Wellesley College Book Award is presented to a female in the junior class whose academic record and (More)
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character is exceptional, and who has made significant personal contributions to her school and community. This year’s recipient is Molly Bulger, daughter of Sally and David Bulger of Keene. At KHS, Molly is captain of the cross-country team where she received its MVP (Most Valuable Player) award, on the track team, where she recently received the most valuable track athlete award, and is a varsity member of the Nordic ski squad where she was named rookie of the year. She is a member of the National Honor Society, a scholar/athlete, and treasurer and president-elect of the young Rotarian’s Interact Club. She traveled with the club to El Salvador this past February. She volunteers at the Keene Community Kitchen, has participated in roadside cleanups and, through the Interact Club, has participated in many other community volunteer activities. She is also a member of the React group, which is associated with Monadnock Developmental Services

St. Michael’s College Scholarship and Service Book Award recognizes outstanding students who demonstrate a commitment to volunteerism and leadership in their community service endeavors. The college honors those who demonstrate the true spirit of volunteerism. The recipients must be a junior in high school and inductee of the National Honor Society or an equivalent organization. In addition, the students must demonstrate a sustained and sincere commitment to community and school service activities. This year’s recipients are Ashley McCormick and Colby Baker. 

Ashley McCormick, the daughter of Sara and Scott Roberts of Keene, is a member of the Jazz Ensemble, the Concert Band, the French Club, Young Conservative Voices, Class Council, and Student Council where she is a student representative to the Keene Board of Education. She is also on the Math Team, is a safe school ambassador, and took part in the French exchange program and the Renaissance program. She will attend the prestigious St. Paul’s Advanced Studies Program this summer where she will study World Religions. She is a volunteer with Big Brothers, Big Sisters, at Langdon Place, and is a music mentor to elementary students. She is a member of the National Honor Society, the World Language Honor Society, and was selected to represented KHS at the Jazz All-State, the All-State Music, the Monadnock Valley Music and New England Band festivals. She also played in the pit orchestra for the high school’s fall musical, Guys and Dolls. She’s received awards from the KHS English and Physical Education departments, placed 9th nationally in the Grand Concours French exam, and was a page in the NH Senate. 

Colby Baker, son of Margaret and Thomas Baker of Keene, is an accomplished pianist and organist. He has

been an accompanist for KHS musicals Little Shop of Horrors, Dracula and Guys and Dolls. He was also an (More)
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accompanist for the MOCO Art productions Pirates of Penzance, West Side Story and Into the Woods, and the 2008 Lion’s Club musical, Annie Get Your Gun. He’s been involved with the music program at KHS as a member of the Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble and the A Cappella Choir. He has represented the school at the Jazz All-State Festival and the 2009 New England Music Festival. He studies piano and organ privately. He is the organist for St. John’s Episcopal Church in Walpole, assistant organist at his church, St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church in Keene, and General Assembly President of the KHS Interact Club.

• The Bausch and Lomb Award is given to a junior who has demonstrated academic excellence in science. This year’s recipient is Benjamin Cook. (Please see his write up under the Brown Book Award.) 

• The Cheshire Medical Award is given to a senior who demonstrates outstanding academic achievement and superior intellectual promise in the field of science. This year’s recipient, senior Margaret Szot, daughter of Ann and Carl Szot of Keene, will attend Providence College in Providence, Rhode Island where she plans to take a pre-med course of study.  At KHS, Maggie is a member of the National Honor Society, the World Languages Honor Society, a four-year member of the varsity Nordic Ski team, a Junior Lion, founder and past-president of the Young Conservative Voices Club, a representative on the Principal’s Advisory Group, and a scholar/athlete. She was named a National Merit Commended Student for her outstanding score on the College Board’s PSAT exam. She received the Dartmouth Book Award as a sophomore, and the Brown Book Award as a junior. She attended the prestigious St. Paul’s Advanced Studies Program last summer where she studied World Religions and earned a superior grade. She recently received an achievement award in writing from the NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English). She has played the oboe since age eight studying with Sussan Henkel, and is a member of the KHS Concert Band. She has represented the school at a number of competitive music festivals during her four years at KHS including the NH All-State Honors Chamber Festival, the New England Music Solo/Ensemble Festival, and the New England Music Concert Festival where she was first oboe and soloist in the orchestra. She played in the pit orchestra for KHS Drama Club and MOCO Arts productions. She was selected to participate in the Apple Hill Chamber Music Camp and attended the University of Massachusetts, Lowell Mary Jo Leahy Band Camp during summers of her high school years. She is a weekly volunteer at Genesis nursing home, and is taking Licensed Nursing Assistant classes to 

become a certified LNA. She has worked at the Piazza ice cream shop for the past three years.
• The Rensselaer Medal recognizes the superlative academic achievement of young men and women, and (More)
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supports and motivates students toward careers in science, engineering, and technology. This medal is awarded to promising secondary students who have distinguished themselves in mathematics and science. This $15,000 per year merit scholarship is guaranteed for four years for each medalist who is accepted and chooses to enroll at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. This year’s recipient is Hunter Hicks, son of Kristin and James Hicks of Keene. At KHS, Hunter is on the Math Team, The FIRST Robotics Team, and the Envirothon Team. He is also a member of the National Honor Society. He will attend the prestigious St. Paul’s Advanced Studies Program this summer and study advanced mathematics. 
               ###

	“Success for every student.”
EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY – EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Chesterfield, Harrisville, Keene, Marlborough, Marlow, Nelson, Westmoreland



