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Welcome Back string players! 

Parents/Students, 

Welcome back. I hope you had a terrific summer. I am so excited to be back teaching in the Keene schools and to be able to work with all of you again. At the end of this past school year I handed out summer music packets of fun songs and students filled out a commitment form to continue in the strings program. The purpose of this packet is to inform you and your family of how to sign up for strings again, requirements for this year, concert dates, and the date of our rental night open house, and to inform your family about some changes that have been made to the school schedule and to the Keene Elementary Strings Program. 

How do we sign up for strings again? 
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Advanced Player Requirements: 

4th grade players CONGRATULATIONS you have now moved up to advanced ensemble! This year you will need the Essential Elements 2000 Book 2. When lessons begin we will review some of the concepts you learned in the Essential Elements 2000 Book 1 but then we will move to book 2 short after. You will also receive a new black binder and a copy of the string program handbook. All of which can be purchased on rental night September 26th. If you have your rental instrument, please make sure your instrument is in working order. Check the strings to make sure they are in good shape, check to see you have a new cake of rosin and if you need to purchase a new shoulder rest. 

5th Grade advanced players CONGRATULATIONS on another year. You are now the most advanced players in the elementary string orchestra and our most VALUABLE players on the team. You have a wonderful opportunity to help new string players as they learn how the program works and you can help guide and support new players as they make their “first sounds.” This year we will review concepts in your Essential Elements 2000 Book 2. Please make sure you have a copy of this book to start. You will also need to purchase the Essential Technique for Strings. (Green Cover) Both of these books will be available at the rental night on September 26th. The Essential Technique for strings book will be available for $5.50. We will start using this book after our first concert. Please make you check your instrument to see if you will need to move up to a larger size or if you need to purchase new strings, rosin or a new shoulder rest. If you are ready to move up to a full size instrument you have a few options. 

1. You can continue your rental agreement with Acoustic Strings

2. Choose to use your rental credit to purchase the instrument. 

3. You can choose to purchase a step-up instrument or previously used instrument 

Please review these options with Acoustic Strings of New England. 
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Rental Night Open House: 

Monday, September 26th Acoustic Strings of New England will be at Jonathan Daniels school gym to help answer questions about your rental contract, measure your child to see if they are ready to move up to a larger size instrument and to sell previously rented instruments for a discounted price. They will also have hard cases for cello, and music accessories for your child’s instrument, such as shoulder rests, rosin, lesson books, and fun music for purchase. Ms. Schwersky will also be there to distribute new black binders, new finger tapes for your instruments, and to hand out handbooks. The rental night is an open house please feel free to stop by anytime from 3:00-7:00 pm. 

Class Lessons and Ensemble Dates: 

Class lessons during the school day will be scheduled with your teacher. Your child will receive their lesson time and day schedule after September 26. LESSONS AND ENSEMBLES WILL START THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3RD.     Your child should plan to bring his or her instrument, lesson book and black binder. Ensembles after school will continue to run from 3-3:45. If you cannot attend an ensemble at your school please attend one at another school if it fits better into your family’s schedule. 


Concert Dates and Other Events: 

Please save the dates of these scheduled concerts for students at Keene High School: 

Winter Concert: Wednesday, January 11th Keene High School Rehearsal 4-5:30 Concert 7PM

Spring Step-up Concert: Wednesday, June 6th Keene High School Rehearsal 4-5:30 Concert 7 PM 

5th Grade ONLY Mother’s Day Concert with the Keene Chamber Orchestra 

Sunday May 13th Rehearsals TBA, Concert TBA, venue TBA. 

Performance at Cedarcrest Center for Children with Disabilities: 

Date and time TBA. 

New This Year!!!!!!!!!! 



Grading

In the past I have sent home a handwritten progress report. One report in December and one progress report in June to show your child’s progress and growth in the program. This process has always taken an extremely long time and has been difficult to complete on time. This year we are finally on Powerschool. You can access your child’s reported grade and comments at grading time online. You will still receive a hard copy of these reports at the same time they are given but the process of grade reporting will be much easier and faster than in the past. Band and strings will have the same grading template but it will be altered slightly for each subject. If you have any additional questions about grading please feel free to contact me Ms. Schwersky via email, aschwersky@sau29.org or call Jonathan Daniels School at 352-8012

Practice Cards: 

In an effort to cut down on paper I have decided to make monthly practice cards for students. These will be handed out each month for students to track their home practice time and for parents to sign at the end of each week. I will check practice cards at the end of each week in student’s binders. Students will also be responsible to write down what their assignment is each week from our class lesson. The minimum time students should practice each day is 15-20 minutes. Students should practice 5 days a week if possible to see progress in their playing.  A sample of what will be on monthly practice cards is: 

Date: ________ Assignment _____________ Minutes: ______ Parent Initials _________

Parents/Students, 

Please complete the Advanced String sign-up form below and return it to your classroom teacher by: September 30th to make sure your name is added to the class roster and that you will receive your lesson time. We will begin class lessons the week of October 3rd. 

Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Schwersky

aschwersky@sau29.org

603-352-8012

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





cut and return this half


4th and 5th Grade Advanced Strings Sign-up Form 

Print Student’s Name ______________________________________________

Parent’s Name(s)__________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ___________________________ Cell: ________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________

Classroom Teacher ________________________ School ________________

RENTAL NIGHT OPEN HOUSE


Monday September 26th


Open 3-7 PM Jonathan Daniels School gym





Come IN AND stock up on: 





STRINGS, Rosin, SHOULDER REST, rockstop 


MUSIC, books and more! 





Come and swap out your child’s instrument for a larger size


INSTRUMENTS WILL ALSO BE AVAILBALE FOR SALE


New black binders and a copy of our handbook are available





ADVANCED CLASS LESSONS AND ENSEMBLE  





Start the week of October 3rd-October 7th.





Ensemble after school 3-3:45 PM 





String Program School Lessons


Until further notice:





MONDAY: Franklin School 


TUESDAY: Wheelock School 


WEDNESDAY: Symonds School 


THURSDAY: Fuller School 


FRIDAY: Jonathan Daniels School 





Elementary Strings Program Facebook Page! 





Like us! …We have gone viral 


Videos for beginner students and parents 


Chat, comment and tag pictures to our site for others to view. 


Great resource for parents and the community 








1. Read through the information in this packet 


2. Fill in the sign-up form attached to this packet 


3. Hand it to your classroom teacher by September 30th, to get your name on the roster and to receive your lesson time. 








