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Ad Hoc Committee Named to Study KSD Elementary System

Keene, NH ... The Keene Board of Education has announced the formation of the
Elementay Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, which will study, gather inpahd

make recommendations on issues pertaining to KeeneOs elementary system, as
identified by the Administrative Structur&®eviewTask Force in the fall of 2009.
The committee will hold its firsbrganizational meeting on Monday, April 12 from
4-6 p.m. in the Cheshire Career Center conference room. The committee will
review its charge and prepare for the first community forum to be held on
Wednesday, April 28 (time and location details to come).méetings will be

open to the public. Dates and times will be posted on the SAU website
www.SAU29.org

The topic of the first community forum will balentifyingour educational
priorities and core beliefs. What are our highest prioftlgs@erstandinghat we
must make difficult choices, what core principles must underlie all of the work to
come?0 said committee chair and Keene Board of Education vice chair, Kristin
Blais

Committee members include: Board members Kristin Blais, Chair; Neil
Donegan, Chis Coates, and Amy Speas; Central Office Administrators: Co
Superintendent Bill Gurney, Director of Curriculum and Assessment Meredith
Cargqill, Assistant to the C8uperintendent Brenda Finn; Wheelock School
Principal Gwen Mitchell; District teachers: JBargeron (Franklin), Amy Strong
(Symonds), and John McMahon (KMS); heads of parent groups: Rebecca Russell
(Daniels) and Tracy Beard (Fuller); and members of the greater Keene community:
Gary Spykman, Brenda Dunn, and Robert Mallat.

Blais said that thenembers of the ad hoc committegvere selectedn order to
have a broad representation of teachers, parents, administrators, board, and
community members from across the cit@In order to move forward effectively,
this process must be collaborative and ilisive,O Blais said. OOur goal is to
provide the means for all stakeholders to take part in the conversation.O

Blais added, OThe work ahead will not be easy, but we have enormous passion,
talents and strengths. | urge everyone to brirngs or herhopes, thoudnts, ideals
and open minds to the conversation. We welcome all members of the public to
actively participate in the upcoming forumé&
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The mission of the Keene School District is to provide students with the tools to

become productive and responsible citizens in an ever-changing world.



