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Proposed Keene School District Budget Increase less than 1%

Keene, NH …  The Keene School District administration will present its proposed 2011- 2012 budget to the Finance Committee of the Keene Board of Education for its consideration at two all-day budget sessions: Saturday, January 8 and Saturday, January 15, 2011, in the Large Group Instruction Area at Keene High School, 43 Arch Street. The proposed budget of $61,181,027, a $545,563 (1%) increase over this year’s general fund budget of $60,585,464, would have virtually no impact on the annual property taxes for the current owner of a $100,000 home. 

“It is important to note, however, that State revenue sources may be subject to reductions due to State budget problems,” said SAU Business Administrators, John R. Harper. “The extent of the reductions will probably not be known until the State biennium budget is established, likely in late June 2011. “
This proposed budget comes as a result of teamwork by principals, supervisors, and central office administrators who labored diligently to present a responsible budget that will meet the educational needs of our students while remaining within the budget guideline set by the Finance Committee of the Keene Board of Education.  

   

Major decreases in the budget:
• $1.1 million in the general Special Education budget - $900,000 in out of district placements, and a $200,000 reduction in contracted services provided by ACCESS (Associates in Career and Community Employment Support Services) for students at Keene Middle School and Keene High School 

• $259,983 in general district expenses for teacher retirement stipends as a results of fewer individuals taking this benefit.                   (MORE)
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Major increases in the budget include:

•  $847,530 net increase in the first full year of the Keene Middle School bond payment.

• $301,152 increase in the district’s contribution to the New Hampshire Retirement System.

• $194,367 to pay for three special education teachers in autism programs at the middle school (1) and at the high school (2). (These positions are not new but have previously been paid by the federal IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) grant.

• $188,704 increase in health insurance premiums

• $85,000 for a K-8 gifted and talented program

Reflected in this budget are negotiated contract salary and benefit increases for the following Keene bargaining groups – Custodians (AFSCME Local 2973), principals and supervisors (KAPS - Keene Association of Principals and Supervisors), secretaries (KEOPG - Keene Education Office Personnel Group), Speech-Psychs, and Tutors (KAT - Keene Association of Tutors). 
The 2011-12 warrant may also include separate articles seeking voter approval for costs related to negotiated agreements with the district’s paraprofessionals (KAP – Keene Association of Paraprofessionals), and with district teachers (KEA – Keene Education Association). There will also be articles addressing the sale of the current KMS and the SAU administrative offices at 34 West Street. 

The Keene Board of Education has scheduled a public hearing on the budget and other warrant articles for January 18, 2011 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium at Keene High School, 43 Arch Street, Keene, NH.








The First Session of the Annual School District Meeting will be Saturday, February 12, 2011 at 9 a.m. in the auditorium at Keene High School, 43 Arch Street, Keene, NH.

The Second Session of the Annual School District Meeting will take place at the polls on March 8, 2011.
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