KEENE BOARD OF EDUCATION

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes

DATE:  January 26, 2009

LOCATION: Keene High School Drew Library, 43 Arch Street, Keene, NH
CALLED TO ORDER:  5:34 p.m.

TIME ADJOURNED:  6:31 p.m.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:


-Mr. Donald Parker, Chair


-Mr. Neil Donegan


-Mr. Carl Panza

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT;


-Ms. Kristin Blais

-Mrs. Carol Brown


-Ms. Kathleen O’Donnell 

-Mr. Carl Panza  
ADMINISTRATORS PRESENT:


-Mr. Paul Cooper, Director of Human Resources 
-Mr. William Gurney, Co-Superintendent of Schools 


-Mr. Wayne Woodridge, Co-Superintendent of Schools
OTHERS PRESENT:

-David Curran, Resident

-Ms. Linda McCracken, Stenographer

-Mrs. Chris Weeks, Public Information Coordinator

Mr. Donald Parker called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.

1.
Public Input 


None

2.
Approval of Minutes of December 15, 2009

MOTION: Mr. Neil Donegan made a motion to approve the minutes of December 15, 2009.  Mr. Carl Panza seconded the motion. Vote taken, motion unanimously passes, 3-0.
3.
Update on Middle School Survey – Carl Panza

Referring to #4 – Middle School Survey from the last Communications Committee Meeting, Mr. Carl Panza gave an update with a copy of an E-mail from Tracy Fowler at the University of New Hampshire. He spoke with Ms. Fowler at UNH about doing a web survey. The cost would be $2000.00. The survey focus could be on the middle school and what parents want or would like to see improved at the new school. The elementary and high Schools could also be surveyed for the same price if the same questions were used.

Two Board members have had complaints of middle school being too easy with “no homework” so this might be one issue of concern to parents.


Discussion ensued about the following:

a. changing some questions for other grades and the cost difference

b. whether to ask all questions of all parents with some questions blanked out

c. incremental questions

d. the number of questions

e. whether to survey the entire school system or just the middle school

f. who should be in charge: Full Board, the Communications Committee, the

Finance Committee, the Education Committee or an Ad Hoc Committee 
with parents included

g. what long range plans should be included

h. what issues to survey: academic rigor, educational processes, standards, 
testing, etc.

i. what other schools have used in their surveys
j. what statistics should be used to collect data

k. who should be surveyed: students, parents and/or staff

l. how to survey homework issues as there is a difference between quantity 

and quality

m. how to rate our school as the public expects us to know what is what

MOTION: Mr. Carl Panza made a motion to discuss this survey with the chair of the Education Committee. Neil Donegan seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor, 3-0.
It was decided that the Education Committee should review the process and analyze the results. This Educational Middle School Survey issue will be added to March agenda of the Education Committee. An Ad Hoc Committee was suggested that included, but was not limited to, the Education and Communications Committees plus the Administration and parent representation.
Mr. Panza suggested that he would double check the number of questions allowed, the cost variants for different types of questions for various schools or using a sub-set of questions for staff, student and parents.
4.
First Session Public Information – Christine Weeks
Ms. Christine Weeks listed how the First Session will be advertised:

1. Radio spots
2. Mr. Neil Donegan and Ms. Chris Weeks will do a PowerPoint presentation

3. 2/4/10 – Ad in the Keene Sentinel

4. PSA copy is done and it will be recorded on tape shortly

5. Open Mike will be on 2/3/10 and 3/8/10

6. 2/4/10 – The Annual Report should be in the Keene Sentinel with copies mailed to those who are not subscribers – includes many other reports including labor agreements

7. 2/18/10 – Voter registration at KHS for 18 year olds (Mr. William Gurney will discuss with Mr. Alan Chmiel as students felt their vote was very important the last time)
8. 3/2/10 – Special Budget Publication (includes a sample ballot)

9. Turnout Vote Ads will be on Mar. 6, 8 and 9 of 2010

10. 3/6/10 – Cynthia and Friends
11. Website will have the Labor agreement, PowerPoint and line item Budget added

Mr. Donald Parker asked about electronic notification. Mr. Gurney stated that an E-mail will be sent out with an opt out if people do not want to be updated on school news. Ms. Weeks added that the school database has been cleaned of duplicates and town E-mail addresses. Mr. Panza stated that his list is confidential, but he will notify people by a newsletter that states that it is his own ideas and does not represent the Keene School Board.

5.
Other Business – David Curran


Mr. David Curran stated that his SE Keene neighborhood group wanted clarification on the future closing of the Wheelock Elementary School. Mr. Panza thought this was a rumor taken out of context from a remark he made at a PTA meeting. He knew nothing about this issue. Mr. Parker also stated that he has never heard the issue of closing schools raised at any Committee meetings. Mr. Neil Donegan stated that if the issue ever does arise in the future, he hopes parents will participate in discussions and planning.

Mr. Curran thanked the Communications Committee for the good news.
Meeting adjourned at 6: 22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda McCracken
Stenographer
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